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last few days, makes it imperative that the Liberal Federation should make an
appeal to those in the country who have hitherto pinned their fai'h to the achieve-
ment by India of Dominion Status as an integral member of the British Common-
wealth of Nations. The Announcement made by His Excellency the Viceroy on
the 3ist October last with the full consent and authority of His Majesty's Govern-
ment evoked a remarkable feeling of response in the coun'ry and ^from the Indian
Princes, which led us to believe that the solution of the difficulties with which we
have been confronted was at last within sight. The debates that followed in the
House of Lords and in the House of Commons unfortunately gave rise to a great deal
of misunderstanding with regird to the meaning and effect of the purpose and scope
of British policy adumbrated by His Excellency the Viceroy. Nevertheless, those
of us who realize the political conditions surrounding the Labour Government in
England were disposed and are still disposed to attach far greater significance and
weight to the authoritative statements made by His Majesty's Government through
the Secretary of State in England and the Viceroy in India than to their critics
in Parliament or in the English Press.

"As we read the situation, the essential condition of success at the Round Table
Conference is that there should be the maximum amount of agreement among our-
selves in India. If we can secure such agreement, our representatives at the Round
Table Conference will be able to press with every hope of success for complete Domi-
nion Status being established, subject to such safeguards and reservations including
the protection of the interes's and rights of minorities as might be necessary in the
present conditions of India for the period of transition. We have always been
anxious that in order to produce a favourable atmosphere the Government in India
should implement the new policy by, action calculated to remove all causes of
irritation and produce calm and good-will

*We must deplore that just at the moment when our attention should be fixed on
matters affecting the future of this country an attempt should have been made to
wreck the train of His Excellency the Viceroy who has during the last few mon hs
by identifying himself with the Indian cause earned our gratitude and admiration
in a special measure. Outages of this .character wholly inconsistent as they are
with the Indian ouilook on life so far from helping our cause, are bound to create in
the minds of our opponents, prejudice against us : but we sincerely hope and trust
that the situation will be dealt with on its own meri's uninfluenced by the deeds
of those who take a perverted view of freedom and patriotism.

"We firmly believe that the only rallying cry which can unite Hindus, Mabam-
madans, Christians, Sikhs, Parsis, the Europeans, the propertied classes and tLe
labouring and depressed, can be Dominion Status for India, not as a distant goal or
ideal, but as an object capable of achievement within the shortest possible limit
of time. In a constitution seeking to give India the status of a Dominion there will
be no difficulty in making ample provision for the safeguarding of her security against
internal trouble and foreign aggression during the period of transition. The mutual
relations of British India and Indian States can also be satisfactorily defined and
provision made for their future regulation consistently, on the one hand, with tbe
Dominion Status now contemplated, and, on the other, with the autonomy of the
Indian States. Those of us^who believe in the peaceful evolution of India cannot but
deplore that any section of the people of this country shculd raise the cry of jo-
dependence and involve our future in turmoil and confusion. Believing as we do, -that
the Labour Government or Lord Irwin are in real earnest in seeking an acceptable
solution of the constitutional problem we should be guilty of utter short-sightedEfess
and lack of statesmanship if we fail to seize the opportunity that has teen extended to
us. We realise that the task of those who believe in Dominion Status and who are pr^
pared to. work for it has become more difficult by reason of the attitude adopted by
one leading political organisation in India and . that their responsibility has Become
;*all the greater. But if all the other parties who believe in Dominion Stands w&!
JOIB haiids together in pressing India's claim, there is no reason why we should mot
aduieve it. ^ But this makes it necessary that the internal differences which divide
one_community from another should be composed in a just and generous manner.
Believing as we do in principles of justice and equality and fairness to all parties
and communhies and interests, we make an earnest appeal to all thos& 'whose

